Clay County Man

Held In Slaying.

Sl:mtgun Blast . -
Kills Sturekuper
Christmas Eve

A 35-year-old Clay County

man has been charged with
murder In the 8 p. m. Christ-
mas Eve shotgun slaying ol a
Macon County country store-
keeper, €. L. (Cecil) Ledford.

Bheglf! J, Harry Thomas repd
the murder warrant to James
Maney, of Shooting Creek, In a
local hospltal aseveral
dafter Maney and Ledford en-
gaged In a gun flght at Led-
ford's store In the Cartooge-
chaye community.

While officers searched for
him and a companion in Clay

hours

treatment of a gunshot wound
in the abdomen, allegedly In-
flicted by Ledford.

Is Under Cuard ;
Maney, who Is kept under

special guard at night at the

hospital, admitted to Highway

Patrolman E.'H. Hooper that he °

binsted Ledford with a 12-gauge ©

shotgun after the storekeeper

shot him with a pistol.
R. C, Ledford, also of S8hoot-

ing Creek, Maney's companion,

"backed up the wounded man's
story and also filed In some of

the links in the chaln of svents
leading to the gunfight between
the two men, according to the

sheriff. Ledford, who 1s no kin

to the slaln man, has been
charged by Bheriff Thomu with
alding and abe the murder -

—of the storekeeper, He was ar- *

rested aboul 45 minutes after
he and Maney's brother drove
the wounded man to the hos-
pltal,
" Trouble Brewing
Sherlff Thomas sald trouble
began  brewlng between the

~three men at the store a couple

of houra before the shooting,

+ The officer sald It was hls un-
- derstanding, the storekeeper sald
¢ the two Clay County men had

County, Maney turned up at . laken some gnods from his store

Angel Clinlc _In Frnnklln for . sand this wuchtd off the troubla,
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Bege With Him - - .

_An eye-witness to the slaying,
Mra, Nell 8hope, Ledford's alster,
related that she saw Mnmr

- pounding at thd door of the
Slore and polnting a shotgun,
Bhe sald she begged him not to

, shoot and that Maney replied:

“He shot me and !'m wﬂlng

th't.
went through the screen door.

to shont him.”
Fired. from thu oumde.
blast from Mahey's shotgu

and glass of the main door,
Ledford's hody was

way of llving quarters at the
rear of the store, mmme 30 feet
away from where Maney report-
" edly stood.
Pistol Under Bady
A 32 calibre plstol l’mrn whlel:
BEE NO. 3, PACGE 12

found”
cfumpled Just inside the door--



